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A SSISTANT CLER K : LB 54 was introduce d by Senator Erdman ,
Byars , a n d J en s e n . (Re a d t i t l e . ) Th e b i l l wa s r e a d f o r t h e
f i r s t t i me o n Ja n ua r y 9, re f e r r e d t o t he He a l t h a n d Hum a n
Services Committee. That committee reports the bill to G eneral
File with co m nittee amendments attached. (AM0181, Legislative
J ournal p age 4 0 0 . )

S ENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Erdman, you' re recognized to open o n
t he a d v a n cement o f L B 54 .

SENATOR ERDNAN : Thank you , Senator Cudaback, members of the
Legislature. LB 54 is a bill that I' ve been working w ith the
Departmen t o f Hea l t h an d Hu m a n S e r vi c es o n . I ' l l g i v e y o u a
b r ie f u p d a t e o f wha t t h e i n t en t i s , an d t he n we do h av e a
comnittee amendment t hat Senator J e nsen, as Cha i r of the
c omni t t e e , I b e l i ev e , wi l l b e d i s cu s s i n g . Bu t I ' l l g i v e y o u a
little background of the int ention of LB 54. Curr ently, by
statute, between 12 and 21 hours of t raining ar e req uired to
become a home . ..required fo r a home to become licensed to
p rov i d e f o st e r c a r e . Th i s b i l l wo u l d a l l o w t he de p a r t me n t t o
waive t he t r a i ni ng r equ i r e ment , st i l l i s sue a l i cens e t o a
family who provide care only for their own relatives, which in
turn will allow the department to claim federal Title IV-E funds
for the placement costs of many of these children. Title IV-E
is a part of the Social Security Act. Federal IV-E funding is
available t o co ver the costs of children in o ut-of-home
placement when certain requirements ar e met . One o f those
requirements is that the home in which the child is placed must
be licensed for foster care. Of the approximately 4,700 wards
of the department who are in out-of-home care, the vast majority
are placed in l icensed homes or facilities, thus potentially
eligible for the Title IV-E payment. Ho wever, about 700 of them
are placed with relatives who are approved for placement rather
than being li censed. The cho i c e o f relatives t o go with
approval rather than licensing is usually made because approval
does no t re qu i r e pa r t i c i p a t i on i n t r a i n i n g , wh i c h ma n y r e l a t i ve s
consider to be exce ssive, since they will be taking care of a
family member. Bo th the approval p rocess an d the lic ensing
process require a criminal history background check, and check
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